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SUMMARY 
 

Between the winter months of 2001-2002, Vulcan Materials Company (Vulcan) 
restored a portion of Fish Creek, the primary drainage of Fish Canyon in the San 
Gabriel Mountains, according to conditions of the California Department of Fish and 
Game Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA) Notification Number R5-2001-0079, 
dated April 11, 2001.  The restoration project was completed in February 2002, and 
included the realignment of the creek within Vulcan’s active quarry to its approximate 
1954 historical position, and restoration planting of native riparian and wetland 
species along the reconstructed stream banks.  In addition, the project also included 
chaparral restoration on reconstructed slopes adjacent to the stream restoration area 
(ECORP). 
 
The project site is located within the Vulcan Materials Company’s Fish Canyon Quarry 
property in the City of Azusa, Los Angeles County, California.  The quarry is situated 
within Fish Canyon in the San Gabriel Mountains at an elevation of approximately 700 
to 1,800 feet.  

The site supports restored vegetation communities, including white alder-willow 
riparian, and chaparral.  It also supports disturbed areas.   
 
In May, June and July 2008 Teresa Gonzales, Principal Biologist for Gonzales 
Environmental Consulting, LLC (GEC), conducted focused surveys for southwestern 
willow flycatcher on the proposed project site. One territorial southwestern willow 
flycatcher was found during our surveys of the area.  The site is within the Coastal 
California Recovery Unit, Santa Clara Management Unit for the southwestern willow 
flycatcher.  
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

This report summarizes the findings of focused surveys to determine presence or 
absence of southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) on the Azusa-
Fish Creek restoration site.  
 
In 2001, Vulcan Materials Company resituated an approximately 710-foot-long 
segment of the Fish Creek channel.  The creek location was returned to its 1954 
historical position and the restoration was designed to provide high-quality aquatic 
and riparian habitats.  Berms were constructed along the upper boundary of each 
bank to provide a barrier against rock or debris that may fall from the surrounding cliff 
faces.  The berms were not only designed for protection, they were also intended as 
an aesthetic complement to the channel.  As part of the restoration effort, the banks 
were revegetated with native chaparral species such as those found in the 
surrounding habitat.   

 
Riparian and aquatic restoration components included the development of riffle-pool 
and boulder-bar complexes and other in-stream features designed to improve the 
habitat quality for fishes and aquatic invertebrates.  The riparian habitat associated 
with the restored creek was originally planted with willow scrub and sycamore 
woodland vegetation communities along the creek banks.  Emergent wetland species 
were installed in a wide bend of the reconstructed channel and along higher banks in 
the downstream portion of the project area.  A narrow access path situated well above 
the riparian zone of Fish Creek was built along the east side of the channel bank 
(ECORP).   

STUDY AREA 

The site is located within San Bernardino Meridian in Sections 21 and 22, Township 1 
North, and Range 10 West in Los Angeles County, California (Figures 1, 2 and 3). This 
location is shown on the Azusa, California 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
quadrangle (Azusa 1978); page 568 (blocks 1G, 2G, and 3G) of the current Los Angeles  
County Street Guide and Directory (Thomas Brothers Maps Design 2007). The 
approximate center of the site is located at 34.0944.78°N, 117.5530.94°W.  
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 Please note that this is an approximate locality map, and should not be used for calculations 
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This report was authorized via subcontract with ECORP Consulting, Inc. Teresa 
Gonzales was the biologist for this project.  Field surveys were conducted on May 15, 
June 12, 24, 30and July 8, 2008. 

 
 



II. STUDY AREA CONDITIONS 
 

 
The following sections summarize the study area conditions. For purposes of this 
report, the term study area includes the proposed project construction limits and a 
surrounding 1,300-foot buffer (Figure 3).  

Physical Conditions 
Elevations in the project area vary from approximately 700 feet to 1,800 feet. The site 
is in a canyon area with Fish Creek forming the western and north edge, which is 
utilized by an abundance of wildlife species.  The creek and creek edges, and portions 
of the uplands, support a mix of vegetation communities (Alder-willow riparian, 
chaparral and disturbed areas) that typically support a diversity of wildlife species, 
particularly birds.   The creek supports both riparian and open habitats, but also 
supports open water areas.  Southwest of the site,  active surface mining is occurring.   

The biological conditions in the areas that were surveyed for this biological resources 
assessment vary somewhat depending upon the restoration success (certain parts of 
the creek were subject to extreme flow which caused destruction to the riparian 
habitat on site) and amount of water present in the creek.  The aquatic areas provide 
important foraging, cover, and nesting opportunities for wildlife.    The habitat near 
the edge of the creek is patchy and disjunct in the southern portion of the study area.   

 
 
Habitat Assessment and Focused Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Survey Report 
Azusa-Fish Creek      Page 9 




